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SEPTA Board Awards Contract for
New Market-Frankford Line Fleet

On July 26, SEPTA awarded a contract to Hitachi for the purchase
of modern railcars to replace the aging Market-Frankford Line (L)
fleet. The new cars will provide significant improvements to the
customer experience with greater accessibility, capacity and
reliability. Under the contract, SEPTA will receive 200 railcars,
with the option to order up to 40 additional cars. The total contract
amount for the base order is $724.3 million. Delivery of the new
railcars is scheduled to begin in 2029 with full fleet delivery by the
end of 2031.

The Market-Frankford Line is SEPTA’s workhorse — moving tnes
of thousands of people every day to work, school, medical
appointments, and many other destinations”, said SEPTA Board
Chair Kenneth E, Lawrence, Jr. “This is a critically needed
upgrade to our fleet, and the SEPTA Board will work closely with
staff to ensure that this procurement proceeds on schedule and on-
budget.”

In February, the U. S. Department of Transportation Federal
Transit Administration (FTA) announced that SEPTA will receive
approximately $317 million toward the purchase of the new

railcars — the largest competitive Federal grant the Authority has
ever won. The investment was part of the second Rail Vehicle
Replacement Program package funded by the Federal Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law, which has now invested approximately $11.3
billion to replace rail vehicles nationwide.

“Replacing this fleet is the top priority in our capital improvement
plan, and we are grateful for the support of the Southeast
Pennsylvania Congressional Delegation in securing thus finding,”
said SEPTA CEO and General Manager Leslie S. Richards. “I
also want to assure our customers that we have a dedicated staff of
mechanics and engineers who are working hard to keep our current
Market-Frankford Line fleet safe and reliable while we prepare for
the arrival of the new railcars.”

“It is a great honor to be awarded the contract to deliver our
modern, innovative railcars for SEPTA’s Market-Frankford Line
(L). The new fleet will offer a modern look as well as huge
benefits for passengers — providing more capacity, greater
reliability and improved customer experience. The trains will
feature the latest passenger information systems and open
gangways for ease of use by passengers,” said Luca D’Aquila,
COO and Head of Vehicles, Hitachi Rail. The fleet will be

(Continued on Page 2)
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31, 2024. (NRHS National membership dues for 2023 are $50.00, billed
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Correspondence regarding Cinders should be directed to the Editor at P.O. Box
353, Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006-0353. EXCHANGE newsletters should
be sent to: R. L. Eastwood, Jr., Editor, P. O. Box 353, Huntingdon Valley, PA
19006-0353, or by electronic mail to reastwood2(@comcast.net.

If you Encounter Problems with
PHILADELPHIA EXPRESS
This issue, we did have
Computer problems with

The column!!

SEPTA Board Awards Contract for
New Market-Frankford Line Fleet

(Continued from Page 1)
delivered from our new state-of-the-art railcar factory in
Hagerstown, Maryland, confirming Hitachi Rail’s commitment as
a local player in the U. S. market and creating new economic
opportunities in Philadelphia and across the Northeast.”

SEPTA is utilizing lessons learned form the current fleet to make
significant improvements with the new railcars. The new fleet will
enhance the customer experience with designated, accessible
spaces for riders with mobility devices, strollers, or bicycles.
Other features will include:

Automatic door operation

Digital wayfinding displays with real-time date

Regenerative braking to conserve energy

Open gangways with increased passenger flow and
visibility for law enforcement

Greater passenger capacity

Enhanced passenger communication system

Longitudinal seating

Handholds for standees

Onboard digital technology for greater reliability

Hitachi Rail’s North American headquarters is located in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The MS5 railcars will be assembled that
the company’s new railcar factory in Hagerstown, MD, which
utilizes the latest green and digital technology, as part of its
manufacturing operations. The investment creates highly-skilled
manufacturing and engineering jobs throughout Philadelphia, the
Commonwealth and the Northeast.

--Information from Hitachi, SEPTA and Harry Garforth.

RONALD H. BAILE
August 3, 2024

West Jersey Chapter has advised us of the passing of longtime
member Ronald H. Baile, 76, of Haddon Township, NJ. Ron
graduated from Gloucester City High School in 1966. He
served in the U. S. Army Signal Corps during Vietnam. After
his Army service, Ron served a long career with New Jersey
Bell Telephone (later Verizon.). After retirement at age 59,
Ron continued to keep active in the railroad industry. He
became a certified conductor and engineer on the Cape May
Seashore Lines. He was Master Model Railroader #496 in the
National Model Railroad Association. He was past secretary of
West Jersey Chapter, NRHS. He was also a past commander
of the Gloucester City VFW Post 3620.

He was married for 54 years to his wife Gwenne. His
visitation was to be held on Thursday evening August 8, at the
Popiolek Funeral Home, 400 Clements Bridge Road,
Barrington, NJ 08007.
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Jerry Angier, Jr., — A Good Friend and Consummate Historian

I first became acquainted with Jerry Angier about 1980 at the point when he arranged a series of rail excursions covering the Bangor
& Aroostook Railroad. He had joined Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS in 1979, and he and I maintained a 45-year relationship during
which time I learned a lot about the BAR. This obituary combines a tribute by Justin Franz posted on the Railfan & Railroad website
on June 24 and one in the Portland (ME) Press Herald on June 23; We credit Massachusetts Bay, RRE Callboy and their Editor,
David Brown, for permission to reproduce this piece on Jerry from their May/June, 2024 issue. We are all better rail historians for

having known Jerry.

—-- R L. Eastwood. Jr., President and Editor; Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS

Jerry Angier, Jr., Bangor & Aroostook author and historian, dies at 82

Jerry Angier, a noted railroad author and historian in
New England who co-wrote the seminal volume on the
Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, died on June 19 in Maine.
He was 82 years old.

Angier was born in
Washington D.C., and grew up in
Rhode Island. He became
interested in railroads at ayoung
age thanks to a Lionel train set
and that interest became a
passion when a family friend got
him a cab ride on the New
Haven Railroad on his 12th
birthday.

He earned a degree in Speech and Broadcasting in
1966 from Emerson College in Boston. After graduating,
Jerry worked for WGBH in Boston, helping to produce
television shows for the public station, most notably The
French Chef, working with his second cousin, Julia Child.

Realizing that he would have to relocate to New York
or Los Angeles to advance his career, and not wanting to
leave New England, he switched careers and entered the
life insurance business. He lived in Cincinnati, Ohio before
moving to Portland, Maine in 1971. He became an
independent agent specializing in life, disability and
long-term care insurance with an office in downtown
Portland for over 42 years.

It was in Maine that he found his favorite railroad, the
potato and paper hauling Bangor & Aroostook. While
Angier would write numerous articles for various
publications, it was his three books about the BAR
(although like many Mainers, Angier preferred the local
term “B&A” despite those being the reporting marks for
the Boston & Albany) that he would be mostremembered
for in this community. Among them was the seminal
“Bangor & Aroostook — The Maine Railroad” in 1986 with
co-author Herb Cleaves. In 2004, he authored “Bangor &
Aroostook Railroad — In Color” for Morning Sun Books.
And a few years later, Angier and Cleaves teamed upagain
to revise their 1986 book and complete the “B&A” story
from the late 1980s until the end of operations in2003.
That book, “Bangor & Aroostook — The Life of a Maine
Railroad Tradition” came out in 2009.

Jerry felt strongly about giving back to the community
where he lived and worked; he became very active in civic
organizations in Portland. For decades he was a member
of Portland’s International Jetport Noise Advisory
Committee. He served on the Allocations Committee for
United Way, was a member of Portland Rotary as well as
serving on the President’s Council of the Portland
Symphony Orchestra. He was a member of the Portland

Regional Chamber of Commerce, serving on both the
Chamber and Regional Chamber boards. For over 35 years
he was a member of The Cumberland Club, serving as
president from 2004-2006.

In 1978, he married the former Nancy O’Brien. A
lifelong rail enthusiast, he introduced Nancy torailroading
when they took a train from Chicago to Los Angeles for
their honeymoon. Throughout the years they traveled
extensively throughout the US, often by rail and in private
cars. Jerry was a former member of the Cincinnati
Railroad Club.

Angier held leadership roles in a number of railroad
historical groups, including the 470 Railroad Club of
Portland, Maine, the Railroad Enthusiasts, the Maine
Narrow Gauge Railroad, and the Railroad & Locomotive
Historical Society. He was also a member of the American
Association of Private Rail Car Owners, and a Life Member
of the Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington Railway
Museum. In later years, Jerry served as a car host on
Amtrak’s Downeaster train and at the Ocean Gateway
Visitor Information Center.

Angier is survived by his wife Nancy.

A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. on August
7% at St. Alban’s Episcopal Church, 885 Shore Road, Cape
Elizabeth, Maine, with a lunch reception to follow.

In lieu of flowers, the family has asked that donations
be made to:

Portland Symphony Orchestra
85 Exchange Street
Portland, ME 04101

or
The Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington Railway Museum
P.O. Box 242
Alna, ME 04535

Jerr.\uI Wer handled PA wents on Mass Bay RRE's Fall Circle

Tour on the Providence & Worcester Railroad on October 18, 2014.
(Photo by Walt Sapolsky)

The Callboy - May/June 2024
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SEPTA System

SEPTA has ordered 200 new cars for the Market-Frankford “L”
line, to be built by Hitachi Rail at its plant in Hagerstown, MD.
This is a base order to replace the aging and ailing fleet of M4 cars
delivered by ADtranz between 1996 and 1999. Under the contract
SEPTA could opt for an additional 40 cars in the future. Over the
years the old M4s have suffered from numerous structural
problems which often required shop time, but they had to be fixed
in order to maintain normal service levels. The M4’s “have
reached the end of their useful life,” said General Manager Leslie
Richards, with only about 85 cars normally available for regular
weekday service. The new M5 cars are expected to begin arriving
in 2029, with completion of the order in 2031. Total cost of the
200-car contract is $724.3 million. The Market-Frankford Line is
SEPTA’s busiest, with post-COVID weekday ridership averaging
around 110,000.

The Pennsylvania Legislature in June finally managed to pass a
budget oftr the coming fiscal year, but Governor Shapiro’s proposal
for additional transit funding was removed. The Governor later
said that he and the lawmakers are “committed” to finding a
permanent solution in the fall for funding SEPTA and the other
transit agencies. In the meantime transit will get a stopgap
appropriation of $80.5 million statewide, of which SEPTA can
expect about $53 million. This is far less than the $240 million its
needs during the durrent fiscal year to avoid fare increases and
possibly severe service cuts, said General Manager Richards. In
the meantime SEPTA will continue current operations for as long
as possible using the $53 million and dipping into a reserve called
the service stabilization fund, in order to cushion the shortfall in
State funding for the immediate future.

The Federal Transit Administration last month ordered SEPT to
take action to fix its “deteriorating safety record”. The agency
cited problems that affect riders and employees, which include
staffing shortages. In all, it requires SEPTA to take 24 specific
corrective actions, such as installing secure compartments for bus
operators to ward off attacks from passengers and carrying out
more safety training for all employees. According to an Inquirer
report, the FDA launched its probe in August 2023 after a rash of
bus and trolley crashes that included five major collisions during a
single week in late July. FDA investigators were at SEPTA
facilities through January 2024, analyzing 1,500 pages of
documents, interviewing 150 SEPTA employees at all levels and
conducting numerous field inspections of the Operations Control
Center, stations, routes, shops and vehicles. Regional Rail was not
included, because a separate Federal agency oversees railroads.

SEPTA last month held its annual trolley tunnel blitz, during
which the entire five-mile-long tunnel was closed to traffic while
maintenance forces did heavy station cleaning and refurbishing,
replaced worn track, replaced or retensioned overhead wire,
cleaned out and flushed pipes and drains, removed graffiti,
replaced lighting and made other improvements which can’t be
done under traffic. During the July 12-29 blitz all trolley lines
were diverted to the 40™ & Market subway station where
passengers would transfer to and from center city.

Beginning in July many SEPTA passengers began finding it easier
to pay their fares. SEPTA has integrated Apple Wallet’s “Express

Mode” feature into its transit fare system, which allows riders to
use certain credit or debit cards and passes in Apple Wallet by
holding their iPhone or other Apple device near a fare reader.
Using this method a person can buy single-ride passes on any bus
or trolley or for any subway, elevated or Norristown High Speed
Line train. Before all readers are equipped with Express Mode
passengers can still use Apple Pay, but must unlock their phones
first. Express Mode may also be introduced on Regional Rail at
some future time.

SEPTA is expanding the so-called “Wayfinding” program on its
Metro system. which consists of all rail transit lines (but not

Regional Rail). SEPTA has signed a construction contract to
design, fabricate and install the color-coded route signs at all
Broad Street Line (“B”) stations and at other stations in center city.
The Wayfinding program is designed to make it easier for anyone
to use the system, whether they be local residents or visitors. Each
route included in the Metro has been assigned a distinctive letter
and color (e. g., “L” and blue for the Market-Frankford Line).

In June a former SEPTA manager was sentenced to more than
three years in Federal prison for extorting bribes of cash, concert
tickets and other pricey favors from the company that held the
agency’s $5.3 million maintenance contract for surveillance
cameras. At his sentencing the manager, who had been director of
video evidence, apologized to his family and to his former
employer of 45 years, saying that he was overcome by greed and
“by the opportunity (to get) money and extra favors without
harming SEPTA, and I took advantage”................. Around 1
PM on Saturday, July 6, the operator of a Route 108 bus on Church
Lane in Yeadon was attacked by a passenger wielding a knife. The
driver suffered non-life threatening injuries and the assailant was
later arrested in Upper Darby.

(Continued on Page 6)
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SEPTA is performing heavy repairs on the Regional Rail main line
between Wayne Junction and Fern Rock over four consecutive
weekends. beginning July 27-28. The project includes switch
replacements, trackwork, signal and station repairs and brush
clearing. No trains are operating over the 1.8-mile section during
the four weekend periods, with shuttle buses handling passengers
from trains terminating at Fern Rock or Wayne Junction. Shuttle
buses also are handing all Fox Chase Line passengers between
Wayne Junction, Fox Chase and intermediate stations.

The slower-than-molasses project for a new station at Ardmore is
now showing some scant progress. The high-level platforms are
almost complete and the shelter on the inbound side has been
erected, along with a brick tower which evidently will house the
elevator. At the time last January that Lower Merion Township
was again forced to renew its easements on part of the property,
Township Manager Ernie McNeely was quoted as saying , “As we
all know, the Ardmore train station project is taking somewhat
forever....We’re hoping the project reaches some kind of
conclusion. We still don’t have a firm date from SEPTA.”

Now that Regional Rail ridership is slowly growing back toward
pre-COVID levels, SEPTA has announced that it will reinstate fees
at all of its station parking lots sometime during the 2024-24 fiscal
year. Parking has been free at those lots for the past four years, but
it’s not clear how the new fees will be collected. Presumaby, some
sort of electronic system will be needed to accommodate credit or
Key Cards, in contrast to the old collection devices at most of the
lots that required the deposit of quarter coins. It’s expected that
the new system will raise the all-day parking rate from $1 to $2 at
all 135 surface and the rate at the three garages from $2 to $4.

SEPTA has had occasional weather problems during this rather dry
summer—but nothing to _compare with the many service
disruptions suffered by AMTRAK and NJ TRANSIT on the
Northeast Corridor. There were occasional hiccups on the Paoli-
Thorndale line such as those which occurred on the morning of
Wednesday, July 17 when “weather-related issues” forced all
Thorndale service to be cut back to Malvern for several hours. The
Trenton line, which obviously operates on the Corridor, also
experienced occasional outages.

SEPTA is bolstering its fleet of diesel switcher locomotives which
is uses mainly in work train service. Newly-rebuilt #90 was
received from Knoxville Locomotive Works in May (see June
Cinders) to supplement 1,400-hp genset #70 and 1,560 hp #80,
while four more rebuilt units are expected to arrive from
Knoxville. Several of the older units (#50, 51, 62, 60, 61) are still
on the property but their future is not known (Harry Garforth).

Back in the years immediately before the COVID pandemic.
AMTRAK was considering an ambitious plan to replace the
ancient electrical system between Philadelphia and Paoli. Several
public meetings were held in Main Line communities by the
consulting firm to explain the plan, which includes replacement of

the entire catenary infrastructure that has been in place since 1915.
Taller poles would allow the installation of a high-voltage
transmission line above the railroad catenary which would carry
power from the Safe Harbor hydroelectric station near Lancaster to
feed the Northeast Corridor. That power is now moving via a
1930’s-vintage line that runs near Norristown and includes
transmission wires suspended above the abandoned Pennsy
Schuylkill branch to Manayunk, which has been converted to a
hiking/biking trail.

Even though very little has been heard about this project in recent
vears, it definitely is not dead. Design work has been done and
actual construction awaits the necessary funding. Obviously, the
existing cat poles, some of which are in very poor condition, need
to be replaced, which must be done before the new catenary can be
installed. All legal procedures such as the project’s effect, if any,
on nearby historic structures already have been satisfied. At
present attention is being paid to upgrading the signal system east
of Paoli to bidirectional cab signals in lieu of waysides, so the
railroad has the flexibility to shift trains when tracks are taken out
of service for electrical work. As part of the project the manned
“Z00,” “Overbrook™ and “Paoli” towers will be retired—they are
among the last surviving examples of that obsolete train control
technology. Currently, the signal system a few miles west of Paoli
is being upgraded and when that work is complete “Thorn” tower
at Thorndale will be closed. The start of the electrical work
between Philadelphia and Paoli is at least two years away.

At Cinders presstime there has been no recent news about a
possible start date for revenue service with the new high-speed
Acela trains. Five completed sets continue to occupy tracks in
Penn Coach Yard just north of 30" Street Station, and reportedly
they get out for occasional test runs. The old original Acelas, now
nearing their 25" year, continue in regular service...................Long
out of service HHPS8 electric locomotives are sometimes spotted
operating as cab cars on Keystone trains between New York,
Philadelphia and Harrisburg. The current fleet of cab cars, used
for reverse moves of the trains, are former Metroliner cars built
more than 50 years ago, and may need to be retired soon. The
otherwise idle HHP8’s may substitute for them.

During June and July AMTRAK and NJ TRANSIT both
experienced many service problems on the New Jersey Corridor.
These of course had an impact on train service between
Philadelphia and New York as well. The evening rush hour of
Monday, June 24 was especially hard hit due to overhead wire
issues in one of the Hudson River tunnels. Many Amtrak and NJT
trains were delayed and some cancelled, and of course the delays
reverberated down the

Corridor until the problem was resolved later in the evening. The
next day Amtrak issued a bulletin stating that some of its trains
would run behind schedule because of high temperatures, which
can affect the catenary.

Thursday, June 29, also saw many delays on the Corridor, some of
them caused by mechanical problems. One of the worst cases
happened on northbound Acela #2252 which had to be terminated
at Wilmington due to an unspecified mechanical failure. A
makeup section of #2252 was put together at New York for the run
to Boston. Other trains also were delayed. The week of July 15
was unusually hot with temperatures reaching the high 90’s on
several days, resulting in the slowdown of train speeds, especially
of Acelas. NIJT also reported numerous problems, including heat-

(Continued on Page 7)
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related issues with air conditioning and other electronic
components on several of its trains. In a few cases NJT trains had
to be combined. By Saturday the 20th the heat subsided and
regular service was resumed.

(Continued from Page 6)

Then, on Sunday, July 21 wires were reported down on tracks #2
and 4 just west of Rahway, NJ. Both AMTRAK and NJT were
forced to suspend NEC service for about two hours until the wires
were removed. The next morning Amtrak’s New York-Boston
service was suspended for about two hours due to a broken rail,
although METRO-NORTH service to New Haven was not
affected.

New Jersey Governor Murphy has been quite vocal in his criticism
of AMTRAK’s operation of the Northeast Corridor through his
state. But in a late June meeting with the Governor, Amtrak
officials pledged to work together with NJT to try to solve the
operational issues that have been interfering with both services on
the Corridor. In a press release Amtrak said that increases in its
inspections and maintenance work “will be a holistic effort
focused on both Amtrak infrastructure—including the electric
traction system—and NJ Transit equipment, including the
pantograph system that connects to the catenary and draws power
for the train.”

The meeting and agreement came just two days after New Jersey
members of Congress had asked Transportation Secretary Pete
Buttigieg for an investigation of the Corridor problems. A report
on the Internet said that there had been eight incidents since April
when AMTRAK wires and NJT train pantographs became tangled,
and that an issue in the interface had been found between Amtrak
and NJT trains that have caused the problems, such as those on
June 24 that tied up the tunnel. “We’re bringing in outside
expertise,” said NJT CEO Kevin Corbett, “as well as being totally
open and working together.” Amtrak also is seeking $300 million
in Federal grants to address various infrastructure needs in New
Jersey, including replacement of bridges and a substation at
Kearny, upgrading signals and replacing catenary wires between
North Brunswick and Newark (Trains).

NJ TRANSIT has been having other service problems unrelated to
the Northeast Corridor. One sore spot is the River Line light rail
operation between Camden and Trenton, which was plagued with
train cancellations and delays throughout July. Those failures
persisted into early August. Mechanical problems with the diesel-
powered trains often are cited as the cause. On Thursday, July 11,
service had to be suspended for a time because an automobile
struck a train at Burlington Town Center, and on Wednesday the
24" service had to be shut down to the Waterfront Entertainment
Center because of a crash with a vehicle near the Cooper Street
station in downtown Camden. Things go so bad on the line that a
State assemblyman, in calling for a legislative hearing, cited poor
service on the River Line and elsewhere, saying that “Delays and
cancellations seem to be the only thing riders can count on with NJ
Transit.”

NJT has ordered 36 new Multilevel IIl MU cars from Alstom, at a
cost not to exceed $170 million. They will supplement the 138
Multilevel III cars already ordered from Alstom and its
predecessors—113 in 2018 and 25 more in 2022. The first of these
are to begin test runs this year. Ultimately the new cars will

replace most of the 160 Arrow III MU’s built by GE in 1977 and
rebuilt by ABB in the 1990’s, which are still in revenue service
(Trains).

NJT is seeking the appointment of a Presidential Emergency Board

to examine the crisis involving a threatened strike by members of
the Brothérhood of Locomotive Engineers & Trainmen. Such

action would delay any strike or lockout, which became possible
after the 30-day cooling off period ended last month. The
engineers are still working under the terms of a contract that
expired in 2019, and the National Mediation Board which has been
mediating the dispute for more than four years, has finally released
the parties from further talks. Federal law now requires the
President to appoint a special emergency board to look at the
problem for 120 days and then issue a non-binding
recommendation. The union claims that its members are the
lowest paid commuter rail engineers in the nation, now that BLET
members have a new agreement with SEPTA.

The September issue of Trains Magazine contains an interesting
article titled “Jersey Style Eye Candy,” which pictures some of the

many NJ TRANSIT locomotives that have been wrapped in
Heritage or other special paint schemes. Four units have been
adorned in schemes used by NJT predecessor roads, including the
Pennsylvania, Jersey Central, Erie Lackawanna and NJDOT. The
issue also contains an article by Brian Solomon entitled “Riding
the Main Line Today,” describing a recent trip on what is now
AMTRAK’s ex-Pennsy Harrisburg Line.

NJ TRANSIT raised all fares by 15% effective July 1 to help cover
its massive deficits. and will raise them by another 3% annually,
starting next year. This of course was strongly opposed by NJT
riders, who already are complaining vociferously about
deteriorating service (see above). A recent article in the Wall
Street Journal points out that the agency has been in financial hot
water for some time, due in part to inadequate support from the
State. And the $4.5 billion that NJT has received in Federal
pandemic aid is about to run out. A renewed surtax on
corporations, ostensibly to be used to support NJT (a “corporate
transit fee” as it’s called), isn’t even fully dedicated to transit and
will sunset in five years. So it appears that SEPTA is not the only
transit agency struggling to get money from its political overseers.

The long-awaited reopening of PATCO’s Franklin Square station

in Philadelphia is now expected for sometime this fall. In an
extensive project the old station is being completely rebuilt and
modernized, with a new glass-enclosed headhouse at street level in
the park.

CSX has added two more units to its growing stable of Heritage
locomotives, those dressed in the livery of many of CSX’s
predecessor roads. In June it released the 16™ unit in its Heritage
fleet, EH4AH #1834, wearing the scheme of the old Georgia
Railroad. Then in July #1877 emerged from the Waycross (GA)
shop as the 17" unit to salute a former railroad, this time the old
Chicago & Eastern Illinois. CSX still has a few other bygone

roads to be recognized, so more Heritage units will likely be seen
(Trains).

(Continued on Page 8)
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CSX recovered quickly from a potential disaster when its bridge
over the Potomac River at Harpers Ferry, WV, caught fire on
Monday, June 24, temporarily closing the busy ex-Baltimore &
Ohio mainline. In addition to shutting down freight traffic,
AMTRAK was forced to cancel the Capitol Limited and MARC its
commuter rail service on the line for that day. But by the next
morning a single track on the bridge had been reopened and rail
service restored. The bridge is situated at the west portal of the
Harpers Ferry tunnel, which is actually located in Maryland.

In a rather unusual action the U.S. Justice Department last month
filed suit against NORFOLK SOUTHERN over the railroad’s
longstanding failure to keep freight traffic from delaying
AMTRAK trains. The suit particularly refers to the poor
performance of the New York-New Orleans Crescent, which NS
controls for 1,140 miles of the 1,377-mile route. This is a clear
violation of Federal law which requires freight railroads to give
preference to Amtrak trains over their lines. Last year only 24% of
the southbound Crescents arrived on time in New Orleans.

If your Cinders Arrives in Damaged Condition

If your Cinders arrives damaged or with pages missing, contact
Editor ~ Larry  Eastwood  at  215-947-5769  or

ayrestower(@comcast.net and a replacement copy will be

promptly sent to you. The incidence of damage has been
virtually eliminated through the use of envelopes for mailing
each issue, although there is an additional cost involved.

Philadelphia Chapter
September 19 Meeting
Harry Pinsker with
New Haven Slide Program

Don’t Miss It

James P. Lee, Sr.

August 1, 2024
James Patrick Lee, Sr. (“Jimmy”) of Willow Grove, PA passed

away on Thursday, August 1, 2024 after a very public, hard-fought
battle with cancer.

Jim was generous with his time serving his community throughout
his adult life, who acting as a mentor in the organizations most
important to him. He was a Life Member of the Second Alarmers
Rescue Squad, and spent more than 55 years with the Willow
Grove Volunteer Fire Company. Until the time of his passing he
served as President of the newly-formed Upper Moreland
Township Volunteer First Department. Jim was a long-time
member of the Masonic Order of W. K. Bray Southampton Lodge
Number 410.

Jim was well-known to Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS and other
railroad organizations because of his long (41 years) career as a
professional railroader; he shared his passion as a railroader and
railroad enthusiast with many who were followers of the Reading
Railroad, Conrail and SEPTA. He served many different positions,
retiring as Chief Supervisor of Operations, in SEPTA’s Control
Center. He assisted this Chapter in the arrangement of a number of
Regional Rail excursions.

Lee is survived by Jane, his wife of 55 years, children, James P.
Lee, Jr, notable member of the New York City Fire Department,
and his wife, Erin, Jennifer Lee Flander and Devon Lee DeRosa
(Dominic) and numerous grandchildren.

Visitation was to be held from 10 to 11 AM, on Wednesday,
August 7, 2024 at Doylestown United Methodist Church, with
Memorial Service at the Church at 11, 320 E. Swamp Road,
Doylestown, PA 18901. Interment followed at Holy Sepulchre
Cemetery, 3301 W. Cheltenham Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19150.

The members of Philadelphia Chapter who knew Jim extend our
deepest sympathy to Jim and his family on his passing from us.

Important Phone Numbers

Cinders lists below the telephone numbers which should be
used to report suspicious sightings, emergencies or other
conditions affecting rail operations, including trespassers,
vandalism, fires, defective equipment, etc.

AMTRAK 800-331-0008
CSX 800-232-0144
CONRALIL Shared Assets 800-272-0911
NJ TRANSIT (NJ only) 800-242-0236
NORFOLK SOUTHERN 800-453-2530
PATCO Transit 856-963-7995
SEPTA 215-580-8111

(Members may wish to photocopy and or clip this notice and
keep a copy in your wallet as you are out watching or riding
trains. Please send corrections to the Editor.)

SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING!




